#7 To the Honourable che 
| Knights, Citizens and Burgeſſes in 
ParLIAneEntT Aflembled. 

The Humble Petition of 0l/iver Flemming, Knight. 


lyShewetb, AC 


$ Hat your Petitioner after 15. Tears ſervice to his late Ma- 
MM jeſty, of ever bleſſed memory in forraign Negotiations, ha- 
ay ving contraFed thereim a great debt,and being left abroad 
deſtitmteof all Jury for bis ſubſiitence,hewas forced to re= 
urs home at ſuch a time as bis Majeſties own affii@ions 
bad made it unſeaſonable and nnpoſſible for him to expe@ any other re- 
lief or recompence, then his Majeſties acceptance and Royall compaſſion 
of both which your Petitioner had « large and ample Teitimony. 

Thit ſtaying in Town by his M:jeſties command, he was by an Ordi- 
nance of Lords and Commons put upon the Office of Maſter of the Cerems» 
nies, which he ſeverall times performed to-his Majeſiy ( who well knew 
and conſidered your Petitioners ſad c:ndition) with his favar and appro- 
bation; yet ofter an innocent and faithful diſcharge for ſeveral years of 
bis truſt 1hercin,be was again pat upon that fatall uſurpation and change © 
of Government left in a $1ate, much worſe then when it was firſt put upcn 
biz, as by the humble Narrative annexed, more fully appears, 

That for the third firoke of this Shipwrack of bis fortune, he was 
thrown upon executing the ſame Office to perſons whom he could not reſi? 
andbybis own invincih'e neceſſities he was forced to aFpaſſrvely. In which 
his leaſt Miſery, was the utter ruine of himſclf and family, and his only 
conſolation, his conſtant refuſ#ll to repair it, in that deteſtable way,out of © 
the ſpoiles of bis gracious M.fopdy, the ruines of the Church, or the deſo= 
lation of private families, although often preſſed and urged upon bim, 

Your Petitioner therefore far ſtricken in years, © out of all imployment, 

with the ſo ner cencernment of a Wiſe and children, yet unprovided 
for in extream poverty, humbly begs, that your Honours would commiſe« 

rate bis deplorable condition, and take into confideration bis debts con- 

traFed in the publick ſervice, and order ſuch relief as bis extream preſ- 
ſing cal umitier require, and as ſhall ſeem fit to the Juſtice, Charity and 

generoſity of the Parliament, - 


þ © 
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And Your Petitioner ſhall pray. 
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Humble Narrative 
Wick c oF = 
OLIVER FLEMMING KNIGHT 
 Shewing the manner how I came toexecute | 
the Office of Maſter of the Ceremonies, with my 


Comportment and fuffetings therein, for the 
ſpace of near 18. Years. 


$44$4$F Had the honour to ſerve his late Majeſty(of bleſſed me- 

IF $29190in the quality of his Relident,for the time of 15. 
I | & years, t0 the Cantons of Swizzerland, Grizons, Geneva, 
® | S\cverall German Princes, and to ſome Imperial Citiesz 
+p+++4 wh by reaſon of the then growing troubles at boae, 7 
toynd my (ec) totally abandoned, great Arrears dye to me,no mony 
tranſwitted for m Saco mer could I expet any fortheFuture, 
and notable tofuller any-longer my extream miſery, bring incredi- 
bly :f#k&cd, to ſee his Majeſhies honour and the publick Reputati- 
on wounded through my tides, { was forced to come home- 

At- my Arrivall, 1 acquainted his Majeſty with my ſad conditi- 
on, who was gracioully pleaſed to be very ſepfible of it, but not a= | 
bleatthat time tohep me. I alſo acquainted his Majeſty with ſume -\ 
ſecret Negotiations which'l had bad ; with the DireQors of the Jate 


omar wry ee | ſo honourable and advantigiou 
'on:thoſe overtures, rable and a | 2 
commundes to return thearthanks for their gvod will and affe tion 


to 


(4) X 
#0 his Majeſty, but _ finding ſclvexdeſtitute of their 
were forced to [tick clo ee eragriegteye with Frances —-, 

His Majeſly was then ariddſor; when waited on hiinz and ad. 
his de parture thence was pleaſed to command me to ſtay at London, 
and to make what ſhifc | could for my ſubſiſtance, promiſing and aſſu- 
ringmethat when.Gud ſhould reſtore bim to his authority again, he 
would take-carefor the payment of my Arreats,& ſome fittingencart.) 
ragement for my long ſervice. He was then alſo pleaſed tocommand 
weto be vigilant-& induſtrious to keeplife in that bulinefleof prifark 
and 4/(atiz, hoping that in time he ſhould be in a condition t9 im- 
bonne. 5 2 tht 10 Ho 21 

| Aﬀterhis Majeſties departure, / the Ambaſſadours and... Reſidents 
continued their Reſidence jn London 3 where having obſerved from 
time to timethe begmnings, and ſeen ſome ſad events of our civill 
Warre, they did ſucceſfively make their addreſſes to the Parliament, 

It was then thonght neceſlary,to find out a perſon fitly qualified,to 
execute the place of Maſter of the Ceremenies, Some were plea- 
ſed to name my ſelf, and ſo | was commanded by an 'Ordinancy of 
Parliament, to diſcharge that place, - = Vs 

.This was done, notonly withoutmy ſeeking; (not having ſpoken 
tro aly friend either for this or any other place whatſoever) but to 
. the contrary 3-( from a ſerious defire to be excuſed from that imploy» 
ment,and in a private ſtation,to attend the good iſflue of his Majeſtics 
Concernments ) I did urge ſome friends of mine, that I might-bedil- 
penſed with, which 'can be witneffſed by perſons of eminent - 
qnality yet alive, But the Ordinance being palled both the Houſes, - 
I did, ( not without reluQtance,accept of it, and this 18 the manner of 
my being engagedin that expenſive, and to me ruinous imployment, 
which | haye ever fiace executed with unwearied diligence , and ſo 
far as the calamities of the Times, ſo full of Diſtradtion,Faftions, Dif 
orders and Confufions would permit 3conſtantly managed the rhings 
which came within the Sphear of my aQivity, with all p« ſible -prus - 
dence and dexterity, to the profit and henour of the Nation. | 

This punQiglious place I was conſtrained toexecute alone, withour 
any help, only when the Lords and Commons fate, I made vſe of fome- 
ry Arad of quality, that our of 5ff:Qion & the publick reporaron | 
did voluatarily affiſt me, when there was occefion of ary ſuch pub» 
lick ſervice, Saris which tine, and his Majcltics reftraint, 1 was 

| =—_—_ cyl. m 2atid 
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afionz,en Tho wad condut 
IC was pleaſedto approve 

I y 20 regerats his former ptoiniſes to 
Shorty, after, i it ak Gag for the ſins of theſe Nations, to per- 
mit wicked men to perpetrate an4@ of the greateſt attrocityz The 
King to death, with nol1efle barbarous cruelty then unheard 
rien yp Gr oftencation ſich" as as 'n6 Hiſtory can parallel! fince the 

' Creation: ©. This faral! blow given; and the Peers ignaminioufly laid 
ofide, and left a $kelliton only of cheir innate dignity and honours, 
and the moſt zealous, faithful), "0d prudent Patriots of the Houſe of 
 Conmons forcibly ſecluded, ind the whole Foundation ofthe antient 
Government ſubverted, a Democraticall Copimon-Wedth Decla+ 
Lautire 3 butin cffett it proved to be a Ln and Tyrannical! O- 


ligarchy, which was ingenuouſly confeſſed by fome of the meft Judi- 
wining. them, foretelling that all wou'd come to confuſion 


orraign Princes bay e=keal their mon rin; to acknow= 


eh Sngrarn this new Governm th great Obſequiouſ« . 

conforming themſelves with greatd Toby and averfion, to 

the ca riclonlate of thoſethat did manage the affairs , who did un- 
py: it decency and order thereip. - 


did fend their Emiſlaries abroad, with great expenceand 0- 
Nb: bpworcrnryl with extravagant Taſtrufticn*,which wasmat- 
ter of laughter to ſome of our neighbours, Thegreat concourfe of for- 


raign Minifters,made ſome of them think it Fe to have a committee to 


late affairs of that.nature,* and how to manage the publick-Ne- 
gottations-with forraign Miniſtersz, and'what courte and form to be 
dra wthediftri Sd ir Pay rg toward ſtrangers, 
to racters and qualities 3 but no ſuch Come 
mittee oe 's Some were of we ; that allCeremonies 
were Shan that ſabſtantialls were to be minded, as if there 
were - no ſubftinceinthe'TranſaRions betwixt Nation and Nationz 
That ſuch rtiviall thmgs night be taken into conſideration, according 
'to'the eimergett'occalſons,' The duty thit 'T owed ro/the honour bf | 
the Natioo, Gage fr ie vican \Mivere atienect thefediſorders,yet 
from'a-plain hearted and fincere- defite to be as Infirutnentalt} av 1 


could, to prevent further violations thereof, and from a ew 


A3 


thoſe publick ends;which 1.t ork 
was able to wield, —_ de ﬀ Eag Jo 
merly, they being oft eand thanklefi offs Idid 


-Nature, without being minded of former — in FP» 
what,was praftiſed in forroign parts. That I oughttorelt ſarisfied 


-ON me to that purpoſe 


gainft which Tha4 no defence; then conditian Q, 
forced to, a&.in this (tothelomasT: ou oboe accomp! 


monſtrate the neceſſity of having ſome help,alledgi 
ple of rhe Kings: Fonoag-tr rp op all ot het Cours ww! and { 
and didinſtance in Sir. .Eewef (eres oh who hae ofitet 
Willign Button, and Sir Jobs, beſide a of thi 
monies, whole Office was te before, andto make iS. 
ences, and to be ſent by the Maſter,u vince ordinary. 60 
publick Miniſters. The :fiftants did cfficiate, in cnet the 
neſle, opather neceſtary abſence of the Maſter, but all my endeavors 
proved fruitleſſe, I was told by ſpae.of them that they nceded no. 
Peg edagogue to inftrufttherm. That-cheir Government was of that 
Fower and authority, that. they could eſtabliſh z of ou 


with,whaearders 7 ſhould receive from time to time, and foro help 
and aſſt mechey wou coy give order to their  Metiengery to Wait Gp» 

fired that it might be fexioully conſidered 
how much it would refle& upon the ona of the Mo to Mr 


Ploy men of that condition, breeditgy. neo ch metered - 


Capable nox qualifi'd to.aKin a buline(s of ſuch 
_ Tigate. naturez, That he papel iniſters could'not 


ſenſible of ſuch attempts and «fronts put npon them 3 but all 1 ay 
ſay was in vain, and as I djd toreſeecthe publick Minifters did great- 
ly ſtorm at this indignity, and did maketheir complaints, bur a Ie- 
dreſſe was given, and they;calmly at laſt did indure it with 
conten gaerrdrh tolaugh at pur t. way 
calling making emi ITED, Tote 
jeants an apy NE they called them ),thar were a tO ace 
company t ir Audience. All LY: ahora 
and ſee, to my wt taking 
occaſion hay 
dy 3 © waz. anſwered 


Lb Was 


Difputes, becauſe who. Rn CO 
| Peers, conceivedit a di totheir Maſters, but that whick 


(0 


and abted to the 
tilu erciliouſneſsdid 


VOY lnnevyations in narer of cenes hr mal, not be 
demmandedof the Nafterot the Ceremony, according tothe gene- 
at prattife of all Natous, but mult be wag roy nocand gh 
Sonny bein gangpeds then the Maſter _ the 

bring.them-ts theHo wherebeing fate, deliveredtheir Cre- 
demutk ro rhe faid-Maſter, aod he:tothe Speaker, In private Au» 


eo atthe Cound of State it. muſt likewiſe be procured by. 


Letters from the: pablick Mimficrto the Prefident, and then an Or- 
derxo the Matter of the Ceremony to bring-him..; Ngne were per- 
mittedtohave Audience. in the Houſe, but extraordinary -and ordi-- 

nary Ambaſſadors, other publick Miniſters of Ic{ler CharaQters,muſt 
not beadmittad intothe z. buta Committee was choſen and 
fent up tothe Houſe of Pecrs, and the Chair-man received his 
Credeacials from the hand of the. Maſter of the Ceremonies. The 
Houſe of Lords wasnot wade uſe of, but ſometimes the - 
Inner Court of Wards was appointed, which ſometimes did 


did molt offend publick Miniſters of the lefier Claſlis, - 
and n-them their Maſters, was 3 That contrary to the pradtiſe of 
the whole World inalkthe forts of Goverament, they were not per- 
Jookeduro mh open heh) bar 40-5 —_— = 
. Jooked/ipon a3 the:Supream Authority; but when w. their 
produce nofatisfattion, they were 
port their Maſters to connive at ſuch , to the cnd 
br ro an tw peciment to. more materia bulicelles, The 
blick Miniſters in | 


difficuleics de lays , 
thatthey could }}) how to behave. them(ſe! 
ge vets hen. 


vell 


(3) 
- vel into buſineſs, that Had beeg upoi-che matter oP agreed 


-U 
| "Ther ruth is, that the Publick Miniſters were generally call Luled, 
unequally and uncivilly dealt withall;*the Laws of anions viola- 

red, PO fartvrrsS arreſted | in Pigs je ravlens 

hands laid:upor OI 

| erate Awby Ron Venics, bring uptmbi 

hither, had ſent fomect bs goods by Sea, the Ship berag of bw 

was taken and brought into "Euglewd, and the goods ſeized npon by 

= prize Office; theSecretary of that State claims the Ambaſla- 
Fay ms but no reſtitution endeavoured: Awhile after the Ame 

baſl; comes himſelf, and at an Audience-prays, that hiy ; 

might bereſtored unto him again, offeting- to diſcover ſome- 


ſons. that had ſome part of his thingy, eſpecially;ſome fair Lookyng- 
glaſſes 5'nnd bad nothiog but fair promiſes, and went away j withov 
ſatisfzQion. 


?Thix is but a touch, incidearal to this Diſccurſe, it would require 
4 Volume to enumerate the Injuries thathave been /putu ub- 
-lick-Minifters. -Wheg greatrfaults were committed, and of lo groſle 
-a nature, thateven thoſe who had ufurped the Authority, were 
- aſhamed of them, . then was Imadechoice of; -toexcuſe and apolo- 
 gizeforthetn, and defired to take the faultupon my felfz-Some of 
-the Ambaſladors would ſmile; and fay there was a little Ciyility in 

theexcuſe; but that they' knew well enough from whon thoſe Af- 
-Fronts came. Theſe things were ſwallowed and diflembled,: tothe 
admiration of all thoſe who had any knowledpe in Foreign affairs. 
/No preſents were tobe grvento Public Minifters;+contrary to 
: the cuſtom of all Nations andGoveraments;h0, not the Warrants 
fer Bucks and Does in'their Seaſots, aswitconſiattlyuſed to be in | 
-the Regal Governmentz andtorheendthatthi not ſeem to 
' be a ſordid frugality, irwas rempered-with an Att of-'generolity (fo 
called by them) towards Publick Miaiſters,which-was to fotbid me 


-troacceptofthe III IR 1 and 
© Jai ypots meg} not 'ro-permit 
Prbtick Minlengoreeary ' from _ 
that this EOS nw andthar 1 SI 


e uzht robe rermburſed out of thepublick 


whieh eas prom 
#9, bar nor performed inthe lea. Wat With "6 -laulculy, a 
| 1 
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reateſt benefits, the nigh 
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Minilters : But I hayenot received any "of theſe 


per avenune, 1 
dinary e 
appear on the Publike Receip 
road for Coach Hire, 
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, ACT, . 
| few were courteoufly ſent by them ro me, and: 
by me Civilly ſent back again. What thole 
Preſents did amount unto in 1o long a time,. I 
cannot. exaQly ſet down, bur according to my.” 
beſt, and molt conſcientious eſtimate, 'I conceive, _ 
that it mighe amount unto ſomething above; five- 


thouſand pound. 
I finde my (elf, after near five and thirty years- 
Publique- Service dat home; in this ſad* *© 


. -Jand unparalleld Condition, that I am cight thou-- 
'{fGand pourd worle then nothing, although far be- 
neath what isjuſtly owing me from the Publique;. 
I have been forced to pawn and ſell, what I had of 
worth,even to my. wearing Cloaths. What T have 
ſer down in-chis Narrative (as to' the TiibRance of 
it) I affirm to be a poſitive Truth, and ready to: 
make Oath upoii it , if required.' Therefore 1 do- 
1ambly pray, that ſome preſent relicf may þ-: at-- 
ded me (to: prevent my otherwiſe 'in2virable. 
Ruine ) - and that a courſe may be taken tor-dil- | 
targing of a Debt contracted inthis late M5zjeities: | 
| . ' FH h 
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Service Abtoad and at Hoine, = 


lique Commands, upon an: 


I do ial! tiamble ks: have: | 
Prolrx Diſcourſe ; but'Fhope the 
Condition will habe or me; mT 
Excule. 


